Pyoderma gangrenosum following tattoo placement in a patient with acute myelogenous leukemia.
A 37-year-old African American female with a diagnosis of acute myelogenous leukemia (AML) being treated with chemotherapy presented with a lesion on her lower back within the confines of a newly inked tattoo. Five days after tattoo placement, she developed an oozing, indurated, necrotic plaque at the site. Four days later, she developed chills, fever, and neutropenia. A skin biopsy was performed and was consistent with pyoderma gangrenosum (PG) or neutrophilic dermatoses. PG is an inflammatory skin disease associated with both cutaneous trauma and systemic disease, including hematologic malignancy. PG after tattoo placement, in both healthy patients and those with hematologic malignancies, has, to our knowledge, not yet been described in the literature. While further studies are necessary to investigate the link between PG and tattooing, oncologists may wish to counsel patients with leukemia to refrain from obtaining new tattoos.